The Battle of Quebec Warm up Activity
Directions: Read the passage in the left hand column of the page to answer the questions on the right hand side of the page.  Place your answers on a separate sheet of paper.
	The Battle of Quebec!
     

   The Battle of Quebec took place on September 13, 1759. The French Army was led by the Marquis de Montcalm and the English Army by Major-General James Wolfe.  This was only one battle in what American historians call the "French and Indian War".  

   The siege and capture of Quebec by Major-General James Wolfe was a victory which determined the winner of the French and Indian War and ended French control of Canada.  The battle changed the destiny of a continent. 

     Quebec City, the only walled city in North America, is situated on the "rock of Quebec" which is the northeast end of a long, narrow triangular promontory, to the north of which lies the valley of the St. Charles and to the south that of the St. Lawrence. The incline on the St. Charles side is not as steep as the cliffs up from the St. Lawrence. The cliff near the citadel is 350 feet high and almost vertical. The only access to the top of the cliff is from steep, narrow trails. On top of the cliffs, at the east end, sits the fortified city, including the citadel (fort). Cannons line the walls down towards the St. Charles river. The harbor sits below the city and thus supplies could reach the city either by road from the west or boat from Montreal to Quebec via the St. Lawrence River. 

     Between September 3 - 12, Wolfe and the British tried to attack Quebec several times unsuccessfully. This however panicked the French and caused them to constantly be on the move to protect against an English landing. 

     On September 12 part of Wolfe's army in boats bombarded the eastern areas (Beauport) and Montcalm sent many of his troops in response. At the same time Wolfe and other boats were floating quietly towards the cliffs up river. While they were challenged by sentinels on shore, Wolfe's men answered in French and the ruse was successful. They overpowered the guards and started their climb up the steep cliffs. A group of first climbers overpowered and chased off a guard of a hundred men at the top. By sunrise 4500 English soldiers were atop the cliffs in Quebec ready for a fight. The battle didn't last long, both commanders - French and English - died of wounds sustained that day. The English were victorious and on September 17, 1759 the remaining French garrison surrendered and the British flag flew above the citadel. 

     The Battle of Quebec effectively ended the French and Indian War.  France and England signed the Treaty of Paris declaring English victory. The results of the French and Indian War are very important to American history because, they set the stage for American independence.  The French were kicked out of North America forever and were no longer a threat to the American colonists.  The conflict left the English treasury broke and England began to tax to colonists to repay their war debts.  With the French removed many colonists began to question why did they still need England?  


	Questions to Answer:

1.  What was the name of the English general at the Battle 

      of Quebec?  The French general?
2.  Along what major river does Quebec sit?
3.  How did General Wolfe get his men into Quebec for the 

     Battle?  
4.  Who won the Battle of Quebec?  What happened to 

     Wolfe?  What happened to Montcalm?
5.  List at least THREE results of the French and Indian 

     War which are important to American History. 








