 (Type in your name here:                                              )
The Bill of Rights: First Amendment Activity

Where do we find the First Amendment today?
Directions: Use this electronic worksheet to complete the on-line “Bill of Rights Activity”.  You should complete this worksheet within Microsoft Word.  Be sure to save your work often as: “your_name_Bill_of_Rights.doc”.   When you have completed the activity save it once again and print out a hard copy.  Both your electronic copy and hard copy should be turned in to the teacher.
Part I: A Brief History of the Bill of Rights

Directions: After reading the passage, answer the following question below in at least two complete 

                  sentences.

Question: “After the Constitutional Convention, why did some individuals and states oppose the 
                ratification of the document and demand a “Bill of Rights”?  Type your answer in the text  

                box below.  If you need more space simply expand the text box.
 

Part II: What does the First Amendment Say?

Directions: After reading the actual text of the First Amendment, answer the following question  

                 below in at least two complete sentences.  You may also add additional notes.

Question: “What do you think the First Amendment means?”  What freedoms do you think the 

                 founding fathers wished to protect within this amendment?”  Type your answer in the text  

                box below.  If you need more space simply expand the text box.


Part III: Pictures of the First Amendment in Action!
Directions:  After carefully looking at the collage of pictures depicting the First Amendment in action, 

                   answer the following question below in at least two complete sentences.  You may also 

                   add additional notes discussing how the pictures fit together.

Question: Based on the pictures, what evidence of the First Amendment in action do you see taking 
                place in the United States today?  
Part IV: Completing the Essay:

Directions: Now that you have a better understanding of how the First Amendment is evident in 

                  today’s modern society complete the prewriting outline below.  You can use your answers 

                  and notes above to help you.  When you have completed the outline, use the outline to  

                  draft a well written five paragraph essay that answers the question below.
Question: “How do you think the First Amendment helps shape modern life in the United States?  
                What evidence of the First Amendment do we see in 21st century America?”

(Complete the outline on the following page)
Complete the outline below within the text box:
Putting it all together
Directions: Use your outline to compose a well written five paragraph essay answering the question in 

                  the text box below.  Be sure to save your work and print out a hard copy.
Question: “How do you think the First Amendment helps shape modern life in the United States?  

                What evidence of the First Amendment do we see in 21st century America?” 






















I. Introduction Paragraph (What will this essay be about?):


   A. Topic Sentence (What will the essay be about?):: 


   B. What is the Bill of Rights?:


   C. What does the First Amendment say?:


   D. Do we see the First Amendment today?:


   E. Conclusion (What will the essay discuss?)








II. History of the Bill of Rights:


   A. Topic Sentence (What will the paragraph be about?)::


   B. Historical fact here:


   C. Historical fact here:


   D. Historical fact here:


   E. Conclusion:








III. The First Amendment (You may want to discuss various freedoms here)


    A. Topic Sentence (What will the paragraph be about?):


    B.  Fact about the 1st Amend.:


    C.  Fact about the 1st Amend.:


    D.  Fact about the 1st Amend.:


    E.  Conclusion (Sum up Paragraph):








IV: How does the First Amendment shape modern American life?


    A. Topic Sentence (What will the paragraph be about?):


    B. Example #1:


    C. Example #2:


    D. Example #3:


    E. Example #4:


    F.  Conclusion (Sum up Paragraph):








V: Conclusion (What did this essay discuss?):


    A. Topic Sentence (Sum up how the 1st Amend. affects modern society):


    B. Restate Example #1:


    C. Restate Example #2:


    D. Restate Example #3:


    E. Restate Example #4:


    F.  Conclusion (Sum up Essay):




















