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“The Life of the Parties”, Junior Scholastic, 9/29/08
Key Terms: Use this to rate your understanding of the important terms from this reading. If you are an expert, and you know the word really well, give yourself a (+) in the space to the left of the word.  If you have heard of it, but are not sure or do not feel like an expert, place a (() in the space.  If you do not know the word, use a 0.  

	Before reading
	 
	After reading

	 
	Conservative
	 

	 
	delegate
	 

	 
	liberal
	 

	 
	Political party
	 


 

1. A ___________________________ is a group of people who have similar views on national and local issues within their society. 
2. Our founding fathers felt that __________________ parties would rip America apart.
3. However, the founding fathers understood that the 
_________________ of political parties was considered necessary. 
4. Treasurer Alexander Hamilton started the 
________________________, which wanted educated people and a strong central government.
5. To counter that, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison established the 
_________________-_________________ party, which gave more 

rights and powers to the ______________and ____________ people 
as well as a weaker federal government. 
 

6. In the 1820’s, there was a falling out of a party, which then became 
the ______________________ party with the donkey as its symbol.
7. Opposing the westward expansion of slavery brought out the 
__________________ party (Grand Old Party) and the symbol of the elephant. 
8. Nowadays, ______________________ believe that the government should help people in need and strict regulations of gun ownership and the environment. 
9. On the other hand, _______________________ lean towards strong support of businesses and provide more jobs for everyone. 
10. At the presidential convention, those that vote on a document that reflects the views of the party’s leaders (platform) are called party 
_________________________.  
11. The Democratic platform dealt with ___________________, 
__________________, and _____________________.
12. The Republican platform came up with ______________________ and 
_______________________.
13. If you are a middle of the road member of your party then you are 
considered a _______________________.  
14. If you are a member of the party with strong views to the left then you 
are considered a ____________________.
15. If you are a conservative then you have strong views to the 
________________.  
16. One can be neither a Republican nor Democrat, and you are considered to be 
part of a ____________________.
