Why Did Europeans Branch out and Explore the Globe? Warm up Activity
Directions: Read the passage in the left hand column of the page to answer the questions on the right hand side of the page.  Place your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

	
Sea Route in Search of Spices

In the 1400s, there was no refrigeration. To prevent meat from spoiling, people drowned their meat in salt to preserve and dry it (like beef jerky). They also used a lot of spices like pepper to cover up the taste of the salted or spoiled meat.

Unfortunately for Europeans, these spices did not grow anywhere in Europe. They were only found in Asian countries like China, Japan, and India (these countries were known together as "The Indies"). It was very difficult to get the spices from Asia to Europe. Spices had to be brought across thousands of miles of dangerous mountains and deserts by spice traders, with bandits waiting to rob the spice caravans. The alternative was to bring the spices by ship, but the sea voyage was also dangerous because of pirates and storms. Since it was so difficult to get spices from Asia to Europe, spices were very expensive.
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In 1453, spices became even more expensive and difficult to find in Europe when the land route from Asia to Europe was cut-off by the Turkish Empire. The European rulers tried several times to defeat the Turks in battle, but they were turned back each time.

Several European rulers finally decided to try to find a route around the Turkish Empire.  They began to develop new technologies which would allow them to sail across the open waters of the world’s great oceans.   If a country could find a way to get these valuable spices to Europe, the rulers would be very rich.
	Questions to Answer:

1.  Why were spices such as pepper so 

     important to Europeans during the 1400’s?
2.  Where can one grow and find spices such 

     as pepper?  Where can they be found in 

     Europe?
3.  Why were spices so expensive for 

     Europeans during the 1400’s?
4.  Which four major European nations (not   

     Turkey) were involved in exploration?
5.  Why did European rulers compete with each 

     other in order to find new ways to get spices 

     to Europe? 








