How to Answer Social Studies OAT short Response Questions

This handout is intended to help you answer short response questions on your OAT Exam.  Look at the information and examples below.  Use this information to master the OAT Exam!

Part I: Action words you will see on your Social Studies test:

	OAT Action Verb
	What it means

	Analyze
	To think about the different parts of a problem or situation to figure out the traits of the whole (e.g., looking at several two-dimensional perspectives to decide a type of three-dimensional object).

	Compare
	To look at traits or qualities to find out what is alike and what is different. "Compare" is usually stated as "compare with": you are to highlight similarities, but differences may be mentioned.

	Describe
	To represent a thought or idea, such as noting changes taking place over time.

	Evaluate
	To determine the value of something for a given purpose based on certain standards or criteria (e.g., explaining the pros, cons and/or results of a decision).

	Explain
	To make clear or give reason for something (e.g., explaining factors that cause a certain kind of reaction).

	Predict
	To use what is already known to make a statement about what will happen in the future.

	Summarize
	To condense information (e.g., stating the main points of an argument).

	Support
	To show evidence to back a conclusion or argument (e.g., citing people with similar points of view).

	Trace
	To describe a path or sequence (e.g., to explain the chronology of events).


Part II: Example question and answer.   Use this strategy when answering a short response question.
1. Locate and underline action verbs.
2. Locate and under line any numbers within the question.

3. Determine if the question is a 2 point or 4 point question.

4. Draw your prewriting “Box” accordingly.

5. Fill in the boxes with information.

6. Write a short response using the information you wrote in the box.

Part III: Example of a good Social Studies answer.

Question:

In your answer document, identify and describe two Causes of the Civil War. (4 points)

(Answer Document Box) – All parts must He within this box.



Two causes of the Civil War were Uncle Tom’s cabin and the Dried Scott decision. Uncle Tom’s Cabin was a book written by Harriet Beecher Stow. The book was about the horrors of Slavery.  Northerners began to disobey the Fugitive Slave Law. Another cause of the Civil War was the Dred Scott Decision. Dred Scott was a slave who sued for his freedom because he had lived in the North. The case got all the way to the Supreme Court. The Case used the Constitution to make slavery legal everywhere.  Both of these events caused the North and South to grow further apart
ID Cause


Uncle Tom’s Cabin





Describe Book Best seller about slavery write-only H.R. stow. Opens North’s eyes to slavery disobey Fugitive Slave L aw.





ID Cause


Dred Scott Decision











Describe Make slavery Constitutional and legal everywhere











