The Crusades Warm up Activity
Directions: Read the passage in the left hand column of the page to answer the questions on the right hand side of the page.  Place your answers on a separate sheet of paper.
	
The Crusades 1095-1291

The Crusades were a series of wars fought by the Christian armies of Europe in order to reclaim the “Holy Land” from Muslims during the Middle Ages.  Since the time of Constantine and the Roman Empire, European Christians had gone on pilgrimages to the Holy Land (modern day Israel).  Even though Muslims had ruled Jerusalem since 638, Christians were still allowed to visit the city.  By the 11th century, however, the situation had changed.  Just as the number and frequency of pilgrimages to Jerusalem was at new peaks, the Seljuk Turks took over control of Jerusalem and prevented pilgrimages. 
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The First Crusade

Pope Urban II was responsible for launching the First Crusade.  He made one of the most influential speeches in the Middle Ages, calling on Christian princes in all of Europe to join forces and go on a crusade to rescue the Holy Land from the Seljuk Turks who were Muslim.  In the speech given at the Council of Clermont in France, on November 27, 1095, he combined the ideas of making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with that of waging a holy war against the Seljuk Turks.

"Deus vult! (God wills it) became the battle cry of the Crusader.   The Christian armies of Europe adopted a red cross (a crusade) as their symbol.  Knights from across Europe went to the Holy Land to wage war for over 200 years.  Although militarily the Crusaders were unsuccessful, the results of these wars on the people of Europe during the Middle Ages would be dramatic!  The Crusades ended the Middle Ages and allowed Europeans to begin learning, traveling, and trading again!
	Questions to Answer:

1.  What were the ”Crusades”?

2.  What sacred city did the Seljuk Turks 

     prevent European Christians from visiting 

     on pilgrimages?
3.  Over the years, what three major world 

     religions have fought over the Holy Land?  

      Who is still fighting today?
4.  How did Pope Urban II convince Christian 

     princes in Europe during the Middle Ages to 

     join the Crusades?
5.  If the Crusades failed militarily, why were 

     they an important event in European 

     History? 


For thousands of years, Jews, Christians, and Muslims have been fighting over the “Holy Land”.  Even today “Israelis (Jews) and Palestinians (Muslims) still fight for control of this sacred land








