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Introduction:

At last, a quality theme park for all of those avid United States History enthusiasts is about to open its door to the public.  For many years, people from across the country have longed for a place that they could go to enjoy some fun in the sun and some good old fashion United States History!  Finally, the theme park of their dreams is about to open, and you will be its creator!
Directions: Complete the parts below to create your own theme park.

Part I: Give your United States History theme park a catchy name!

Most theme parks out there usually have some sort of catchy name such as: Six Flags, Cedar Point, Busch Gardens, Coney Island, etc.  Your first task in this assignment is to give your theme park a catchy name that sets your park apart from all the others.  For this section you will want to be as creative as possible.  Remember, your goal is to attract avid American History enthusiasts and their money to your park and not your competitors’ theme parks.

Part II: Create FIVE parts or sections within your United States History theme park!

Theme parks across the country are usually divided into smaller parts or sections within the park such as: “Frontier Land”, “Kiddie Park”, “Water Parks”, etc.  Using the list of topics discussed this year below; create FIVE such areas within your theme park.  Once again, remember to be as creative as possible when selecting names for each section.

Parts or sections of your park should deal with the following topics discussed this year in class:

1.  The Age of Exploration

2.  Settling the New World: Spanish, Early English, and other nations colonies

3.  The Original 13 Colonies

4.  The Road to or Causes of the American Revolution

5.  The American Revolution

6.  The Critical Period and Constitutional Convention

7.  Washington’s, Adams’, and Jefferson’s Administrations

8.  Madison’s Administration and the War of 1812
9.  Monroe’s Administration and the “Era of Good Feelings”

10.  JQ Adams’ and Jackson’s Administrations

11.  Westward Expansion (Oregon, Texas, Mexican War, other)

12.  Major 19th century Reform Movements

13.  The Road to or Causes of the Civil War

14.  The Civil War

15.  The Reconstruction Period

Part III: Enjoyable United States History Rides and Attractions!

The reason most visitors come to a theme park is to enjoy the many rides and attractions they have to offer.  Now that your theme park has five creative sections, for EACH section create TWO rides that can be found within EACH section.  These rides should have some historical significance and should also be very creative.  (For example: if one of the sections of my park dealt with the “Cold War” I may have a roller coaster entitled “The Cuban Missile Crisis” or the “The Red Scare!”)  You will want to research events and people within each of the time periods listed above in order to come up with specific attractions.  Each ride should include a description of at least TWO paragraphs that explains what the ride is and why it fits into that section of your park historically.  It would not be enough to merely name the ride; you must also give some specific historical information about the event or individual. (Please see the review sheet attachment for more specific topics and ideas for each of the above units.)
Part IV: Good Eats and Dinning within your United States History Theme Park!

When people are riding the rides and enjoying the atmosphere of your quality theme park all day, they tend to get hungry.  You will want to create at least THREE restaurants or places to get food within your theme park.  These establishments should be very creative and historically significant.  (For Example: Staying with my “Cold War” example: I might have a stand called “Gorbies Grub!” or “Nixon’s Tricks and Treats”.)  It would not be enough to simply say “hamburger stand here”.  Each restaurant should be describe in at least ONE paragraph and should also have a small sample menu describing some of the items that can be purchased there.
Part V: What is an Amusement Park without Characters rooming about?

Every good amusement park has fun characters that walk about the park and bring joy to all of the patrons.  Your park should include at least THREE fun characters that might walk around the park and interact with your guests.  These characters should be historically significant and contain a description of at least ONE paragraph explaining their historical significance.
What do I need to include in my Theme Park Project?

*You will need to make sure that you include the following items within your theme park project:
1.  A colorful, labeled, and well constructed map of your theme park and all of its areas.
2.  At least FIVE pictures of rides and attractions within the park.  These may be drawings or 

     pictures gathered from the Internet.
3.  Each ride and attraction should have a description of at least TWO paragraphs.  The 
     description should contain not only information about the attraction, but also information about 
     why it is historically significant to that time period.

4.  Your information should be typed, neat, clean, and pleasing to the eye.

5.  Your theme park should be creative and fun.  People do not want to come to a boring a dry 

     park.

How Do I Display my Theme Park?

There are several ways to display your theme park to your teach and to your classmates.  Choose ONE of the following options listed below and place all of your information about the park in that format.

1.  Your information can be displayed on a piece of poster board.

2.  Your information can be displayed within a bound packet of neatly typed sheets.

3.  Your information can be displayed on a web page or within a PowerPoint presentation.

*The following are some good examples of each parts of the United States History Theme Park Project.  These examples are based on 20th century United States History.
Example for Part I: Give your United States History theme park a catchy name!
Welcome to the Ultimate American Experience Theme Park!
Example for Part II: Create FIVE parts or sections within your United States History theme park!

For my 20th Century United States History Theme Park I might have the following parts or sections within the park:

Name of the Section of the Park and (Historical Period)

1.  “The Jazzy Speakeasy” (The Roaring 20’s)
2.  “No Man’s Land” (World War I)
3.  “A World off its Axis!  (World War II)
4.  “Eve of Destruction or Detente Extravaganza!” (Cold War) 

5.  “A Pax Americana of Diversions!” (The Clinton Years)
(See map on next page)
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Example of a theme park map!
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(You will want your map to be even more detailed.)

Example of Part III: Enjoyable United States History Rides and Attractions!

(Description of the ride that contains creative information about the ride & historical information)

  
                                               One of our most notable attractions can be found in the “A World off 
                                           its Axis” or World War II section of the Ultimate American Experience 
                                           Theme Park.  This exciting water ride is known as “Roosevelt’s Raging 
                                           Rapids” and gives riders a thrill like no other.  Riders are strapped into 
                                           a modified white water raft and then thrust down a rampant flowing 
                                           white water river at ultra high speeds.  After several minutes of wet 
                                           untamed excitement, riders plunge over a 200 foot waterfall called the 
                                           “Great Crash” before completing this high energy ride.  This aspect of the ride refers to the Stock Market Crash in 1929 that occurred just before Roosevelt took office and forced the nation into the Great Depression.       

     This ride is especially appropriate for former President Roosevelt 
who often enjoyed water activities to comfort him from his disabilities.
  President Franklin D. Roosevelt was president of our nation during 
the Great Depression and World War II.  His leadership and 
“Fireside Chats” were instrumental in guiding the nation through 
those turbulent periods of time.  He instituted the “New Deal” 
program during the 1930’s to get America working again and out of 
the Great Depression.  He also asked congress for a declaration of 
war against Japan after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941.  
Roosevelt served longer than any other president and was elected to 
four terms by the American people.  Roosevelt died in office prior to the end on World War II.    
Example for Part IV: Good Eats and Dinning within your United States History Theme Park!

(Description of the ride that contains creative information about the ride & historical information)

Feeling a little hungry after a long day of United States History?  Why don’t you stop by one of our most popular restaurants “Nixon’s Tricks and Treats” located in the “Eve of Destruction or Detente Extravaganza!” section of the park.  Items to saver include: 

-Enjoy a “Checkers Dog” toped with all the best fixings.  

-How about the “Watergate Wrap” filled with chicken, beef, or veggies?
-There is always room for a “Kissenger Korndog” toped with sour kraut.
-Looking for something from the Orient? Try one of our fine Chinese or Vietnamese dishes.
-“Impeachment Ice Cream” is always a favorite served daily

(Nixon’s Tricks or Treats Continued)

                                 President Nixon’s two terms in office were some of the most scandal ridden 
                             years in American history.  Nixon had a long political career before being 
                             elected as president in 1968.  Even before his election, Nixon was accused of 
                             various illegal activities including the gift of his dog “Checkers”.  During Nixon’s 
                             term, the Vietnam War raged on and thousands of Americans were killed in the  

                             fighting.  Nixon was the first president to visit a communist Red China and 
                             advance a more peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union called “Detente”.  
                             Nixon was reelected in 1972, but was soon laden with a variety of scandals.  
                             The largest of these scandals centered around the Watergate office building in 
                             which Nixon’s aids were caught breaking into the Democratic Party’s offices.  
After looking into the alleged illegal activities, Congress moved to impeach Nixon.  To avoid impeachment, Nixon became the first president to resign from office in 1974.
Example of Part V: What is an Amusement Park without Characters rooming about?

     One of the many fun loving characters that can be found rooming around the “Pax Americana of Diversions” section of the park is of course our forty-second President 
William Jefferson Clinton.  This cuddly likeness of the former president 
stands over ten feet tall and lumbers around the park talking to the patrons 
while “feeling their pain.”  President Clinton was elected after the Cold War 
in 1992 and generally had very high approval ratings during his term in office.
His two terms saw some of the best financial times in our nation’s history.  
During his term, the world struggled for its new post Cold War identity and 
seemed a calm peaceful and prosperous place.  Clinton became only the 
second president to be impeached by congress for lying under oath; 
however he was not removed from office. 

The Swing and Sin Speakeasy!
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Nixon’s Tricks & Treats





Clinton’s House


of fun!








